CHS PTO MEETING NOTES

November 12, 2009

ATTENDING 

PTO BOARD MEMBERS: Liz Bell, Chris Murphy, Melissa Weeks

BOARD LIASON: Roy Dollard

CHS STAFF:  Mr. Daher, Nicole Getman (teacher representative to PTO)

PTO CONCERNS:

Melissa Weeks noted the positive feedback and interest in tonight’s meeting and the October meeting.

She discussed concerns about the conflict with the Timberlane PTO meeting (same night) and challenges from the previous spring scheduling process that resulted in some overlaps.  Work is underway through the District Parent Council to establish protocols and improved coordination so that this is not an annual occurance.  Dr. Smith’s efforts to set the calendar earlier in the year should also improve this process.

The PTO has a website for the first time in many years, thanks to Randee Tengi.  Please follow the link from the CHS page to check for contact information, archived Dog Bytes, and soon, for minutes of PTO meetings and hopefully, notes from meeting presentations.

Chris Murphy reported on the budget, noting that income and expenses are in line with expectations.

CHS HIGHLIGHTS FROM MR. DAHER:

The girls’ soccer team won their game this afternoon, which means the first Central NJ Group 3 Sectional title in several years.  Next game is in Toms River.  Mr. Daher and parents noted the success of a ‘fan bus’ to these events.

Mr. Daher reported on the status of the Senior Study, a room in the media center that will be another place for seniors to spend senior option and lunch time.  Senior option allows seniors the ability to leave the building for a period, or study/talk in certain areas of the building (library, cafeteria, hallway seating areas).  The opening of the Senior Study has been delayed by the absence of tables and chairs, which are promised for delivery this week.  The PTO funded the purchase of the tables.

Graduation has been set for June 22.  This is a new approach to establishing a set date and not adjusting graduation for snow days, etc.  There is a rain date of June 23, but if it rains then, the ceremonies move indoors and each graduate gets only two tickets.  We are one of the few Mercer County schools still holding graduation outdoors.

Distinguished grads are being honored next week.

EVENING PROGRAM BY MS. GETMAN:

See the power point presentation on PSAT/SAT/ACT TESTING. (can we link?)  Ms. Getman reported that the counseling department encourages testing at CHS, if possible, since the additional comfort can make a difference.  Additionally, starting early and repeating the tests can often be beneficial for the same reason, since unfamiliarity and anxiety can play into results.

· PSAT, offered in October, for sophomores as practice and juniors as practice and as eligibility for National Merit Scholarship

· SAT or ACT, usually required for admission to most colleges, are offered several times throughout the year

· SAT subject tests are offered at the same time, and may be required for some colleges or majors

Ms. Getman outlined college-related presentations the counseling office provides for parents and students. 

· Sophomores:  Randy Doss, Vice President for Enrollment Services from Guilford College puts on a phenomenal program; career education takes place in classrooms

· Juniors:  in January, classroom presentations on college planning; 1:1 meetings; in February, the counselors speak on testing, and finding an appropriate fit; College representatives are brought in over the course of the year; the English department usually does a presentation on the college essay and common application process

· Seniors:  financial aid program (this year Dec 10) for applications due in January

Test preparation can be helpful for many students.  Princeton Review has offered courses at CHS, and offers free practice tests for experience and feedback.  Other options are Revolutionary Prep, which the district is sampling this summer (notably less expensive than Princeton Review.)  The College Board also offers test prep online for a low fee.

Ms. Getman reminded everyone to enroll in Infinite Campus, due to the district’s move to paperless communication.  At this point, IC should have information on schedules, demographics, attendance, progress reports, and transcripts.

CHS has a dedicated Counseling web page.  Use it!  And check out Naviance Family Connection (a link on the counseling page) for great information on colleges, deadlines, career inventories, and interactive comparisons and options using your grades and scores.

The Class of 2014 will be subject to state-mandated changes in graduation requirements.  The number of required credits will increase from 115 to 120, and there will be a semester of economics required—the state is currently writing the standards for this course.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:19.

