PTO MEETING OCTOBER 15, 2009

BOARD MEMBERS: LIZ BELL, MELISSA WEEKS, CHRIS MURPHY, PEGGY KERSHAW, KATHY MATHEWS

BOARD LIASON – ROY DOLLARD

STAFF:
MR. DAHER, CHRISTINE ABRAHMS

PTO – MELISSA WEEKS HANDED OUT COPIES OF THE 2009 PROPOSED BUDGET. 

MELISSA THEN DID A COMPARISON TO 2008/2009 BUDGET.

HIGHLIGHTS OF LINE ITEMS REVIEWS:

· MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY IS ACTUAL SPENDING FOR THE YEAR.

· DIRECTORY SALES HAVE GONE DOWN THE LAST FEW YEARS DUE TO STUDENTS USING CELL PHONES TO CONTACT ONE ANOTHER.  THE BOARD IS CONCERNED AS THIS IS OUR PRIMARY FUND RAISER.  MELISSA ALSO BROUGHT UP THE FACT THAT SCHOOL BUDGETS HAVE BEEN CUT AGAIN AND THE PTO IS ASKED TO HELP OUT MORE TO SUPPORT VARIOUS PROGRAMS.  LIZ AND MELISSA WILL BRAINSTORM ON WAYS TO GENERATE FUNDS FOR THE FUTURE.  WE MAY ASK PARENTS TO DONATE MORE FOOD RATHER THAN PURCHASE FOOD AS ONE WAY TO CUT COSTS.

· THE SECOND AREA MELISSA COMMENTED ON IS THE POST PROM PARTY WHICH IS ABOUT $25,000.  THIS IS A HUGE EVENT, VERY SUCCESSFUL, KEEPS THE KIDS SAFE.  THE BIGGEST EXPENSE IS THE ENTERTAINMENT.  WE HAVE TO HAVE DOUBLE OF EACH EVENT SO KIDS DON’T HAVE TO WAIT IN LINE.  PRIZES ARE ANOTHER EXPENSE. WE MAY GET A BREAK ON DECORATIONS THIS YEAR USING ITEMS FROM LAST YEAR.  FOOD IS ANOTHER AREA WE MAY BE ABLE TO SAVE ON.  ITEM IS IN BUDGET FOR $22,0O0.  THIS COMMITTEE IS FULLY SELF FUNDED; THEY ONLY SPEND WHAT THEY RAISE. 

· ASSEMBLIES FUNDS UP A LITTLE FROM LAST YEAR.

· FOOD/REFRESHMENTS FOR STAFF FOR PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES CAN NO LONGER BE COVERED BY THE SCHOOL.  SO THAT NUMBER IS UP.

· JUNIOR PROM IS ADDED AS A LINE ITEM THIS YEAR.   JUNIOR CLASS DOES THE JUNIOR PROM.  IN THE PAST THE PTO PROVIDED REFRESHMENTS WHICH CAME OUT OF THE HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE.  MR. DAHER WOULD LIKE TO BUILD UP THIS EVENT TO GET MORE STUDENTS TO ATTEND AND THE PTO STARTED CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS DECORATIONS LAST YEAR.  

· MAILINGS HAVE GONE UP FROM LAST YEAR.  SINCE THE SCHOOL HAS DISCONTINUED THEIR SUMMER MAILING AND IS GOING VIRTUAL, THE PTO HAD TO DO A SUMMER MAILING (DUE TO THE INDIVIDUALIZED DIRECTORY FORMS) AND PAY THE ASSOCIATED COSTS.  WE WOULD LIKE TO FIND A WAY TO DO THESE FORMS ON IC?  WE ARE LOOKING INTO THIS FOR NEXT YEAR.   VIRTUAL BACKPACK ALSO MAY BE AN OPTION TO HELP NEXT YEAR.  COULD YOU ADD A CHECKMARK TO THE PERSONAL INFORMATION FORM ON IC?  THIS IS A CONTINUING PROJECT.  

· 8 $500 SCHOLARSHIPS FOR GRADUATES

TWO NEW LINES

· TEACHER STAFF GRANTS - $2,500 – TEACHERS CAN APPLY FOR A GRANT THROUGH MR. DAHER.

· SPECIAL PROJECTS

SEVERAL YEARS AGO THERE WAS A SURPLUS OF FUNDS DUE TO TARGETED FUNDRAISING THAT DID NOT GET ENTIRELY SPENT FOR VARIOUS REASONS.  FOR EXAMPLE, THE RENOVATION OF THE FRONT OF THE BUILDING WAS ELIMINATED FROM A REFERENDUM AND HAS BEEN PUT ON HOLD.  THE PTO HAD EARMARKED SOME REVENUES FOR ENHANCEMENTS TO FIT IN WITH THE REONOVATION, ALSO OBVIOUSLY PUT ON HOLD.  

THE SENIOR LOUNGE WAS ONE OF THESE PROJECTS – COUCHES, TABLES AND CHAIRS – THEY ARE COMING IN ANY DAY NOW.  IT WILL BE CALLED THE SENIOR STUDY.  THEY CAN SIGN OUT A LAP TOP, READ, DO HOMEWORK OR SHARE A CONVERSATION.   

ANOTHER IDEA WOULD BE CREATING LOUNGE AREAS AROUND THE SCHOOL THAT WOULD TIE IN WITH THE PROPOSED SCHEDULE CHANGE.  

ANOTHER PROJECT WOULD BE TO SUPPLEMENT THE SMART BOARDS THE SCHOOL IS GETTING.  THIS IS ALL THE SPECIAL PROJECTS.

· THE CARRYOVER MONEY COVERS DIRECTORY, FRESHMAN ACTIVITIES, ETC….

· POST PROM COVERS VENDORS THAT NEED TO BE PAID EARLY IN THE YEAR.

BUDGET MOTION FOR APPROVAL WAS APPROVED BY CHRIS, LIZ SECONDED AND APPROVED BY ALL IN THE ROOM.

OTHER PTO ITEMS

DOES ANYONE HAVE A CONNECTION WITH THE HARVEST FAIR?  POST PROM HAS APPLIED.  PENNINGTON DAY MIGHT BE ANOTHER AVENUE TO APPLY FOR?  IF ANYONE HAS ANY IDEAS, PLEASE LET US KNOW.

INFINITE CAMPUS

INFINITE CAMPUS 0VER 42% OF GRADES 6 – 12 HAVE NOT YET REGISTERED TO OPEN THEIR IC ACCOUNTS. 45% IS AT THE HIGH SCHOOL.  
LISA LEWIS, DOG BYTE EDITOR WILL PUT A REMINDER TO SIGN UP FOR IC ON THE BYTE….

AS WELL AS THE CONTACT EMAIL FOR HELP. 

EMAILS HAVE GONE OUT FROM THE PRINCIPAL REGARDING PROGRESS REPORTS AND PHONE MESSAGES.  PROGRESS REPORTS WILL BE MAILED FOR THE VERY LAST TIME.  FUTURE REPORTS WILL ONLY BE ACCESSABLE THROUGH INFINITE CAMPSU.  YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO ACCESS THEM ON MONDAY.  MR. DAHER ASKED EVERYONE TO SPREAD THE WORD.

 GENERAL REVIEW OF WHAT YOU CAN ACCESS ON IC.  QUESTION ABOUT WHAT TYPE OF GPA SHOWS – THE CONSENSUS WAS THAT IS IT WEIGHTED?  PARENTS ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO HAVING GRADING WINDOWS OPEN, WHICH WILL HAVE ALL OF A STUDENTS GRADES THROUGHOUT THE MARKING PERIOD. 

A DOG BYTE ARCHIVE HAS BEEN POSTED ON THE CHS WEBSITE.  SOON WE WILL HAVE A LINK TO THE PTO WEBSITE.  BASIC INFORMATION, CHAIRS, PARENT COUNCIL, FORMS AND IMPORTANT DATES….

LIZ BELL THEN SPOKE ABOUT THE FOLLOWING:

MERCER COUNTY LIBRARY CONTACTED US ABOUT THE PROGRAM SOCIAL NETWORKING = TUESDAY OCTOBER 20 FROM 7 TO 8 PM.

PRINCIPALS REPORT – MR. DAHER

NEW AT CHS

PARTNERSHIP WITH MCCC – WILL OFFER A COURSE AT THE HIGH SCHOOL, SATELITE SCHOOL, PSYCHOLOGY 101 – BEGINNING JANUARY 26, 2010 - EVENINGS TUESDAY FROM 6 TO 9 PM– OPEN TO ANYONE QUALIFIED TO TAKE A COURSE AT MCCC, COUNTY AND NON COUNTY $357 FOR COUNTY RESIDENTS

VHS – VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL

MR. DAHER HAD PROMOTED THIS PROGRAM BUT THE COST HAS STARTED TO GET PROHIBITIVE FOR US TO CONTINUE VHS.  WE ARE NOT GETTING THE SIGN UPS WE HAD HOPED SO WE ARE WORKING ON ANOTHER PROGRAM – EDUCERE – A CLEARING HOUSE FOR MANY ORGANIZATIONS INCLUDING VHS, KAPLAN, …..OUR STUDENTS CAN STILL TAKE COURSE ON LINE HERE IN THE HIGH SCHOOL.  STUDENTS MAY EITHER PAY FOR A COURSE OR ON AN AS NEEDED BASIS PERHAPS THE DISTRICT COULDPAY FOR COURSES.  DR. SMITH IS FAMILIAR WITH THIS PROGRAM FROM HIS FORMER SCHOOL.  EDUCERE PROVIDES OPTIONS FOR STUDENTS AT HOME FOR EITHER MEDICAL OR DISCIPLINE REASONS TO GET INSTRUCTION.  ENRICHMENT OR MAKE UP CREDIT COURSES, ETC.  

PRICES ARE $400 - $1000 

FOREIGN EXCHANGE PROGRAM

MR. DAHER HAS BEEN WORKING ON STARTING THIS PROGRAM FOR THE LAST FEW YEARS.  THIS SPRING WE WILL HOST TWO STUDENTS (FOR THE SECOND SEMESTER).  WE WOULD LIKE TO CONTINUE TO INCREASE THIS PROGRAM TO THE POINT OF SENDING OUR STUDENTS ABROAD FOR THE YEAR.  

NICOLE GETMAN – COUNSELING/GUIDANCE AREA IS NOW OUR TEACHER LIASON TO THE PTO.

RATING OF HIGH SCHOOLS – MR. DAHER LOOKS AT THIS LISTING BUT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THERE ARE OTHER FACTORS IN RATING A SCHOOL.  STUDENTS ARE DOING WELL ON STANDARIZED TEST – A JUMP IN THE NUMBER OF KIDS TAKING AP CLASSES – THIS SPRING 192 TEST TAKERS, THIS NUMBER HAS JUMPED FROM A TYPICAL 150 – 160 AND A LARGE JUMP IN THE NUMBER OF TEST TAKEN AS WELL.   SAT SCORES ARE THE HIGHEST THAT THEY ARE EVER BEEN.  STUDENTS AT CHS LOGGED THE DISTRICT’S HIGHEST SAT SCORES EVER ON THE THIS YEAR’S TEST, TOPPING 1700 AND BESTING STATE AND NATIONAL AVERAGES BY 200 POINTS.  WE ARE PROUD OF THE SCORES.  
AT THE NOVEMBER SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 29 STUDENTS WILL BE ACKNOWLEDGED FOR HIGH PSAT SCORES AS NATIONAL MERIT SCHOLARSHIP COMMENDED AND SEMIFINALISTS.  THIS SHOWS A COMMITMENT FROM OUR STAFF AND THE STUDENTS TO LEARNING.

IN THE SPRING THERE WILL BE MANDITORY END OF COURSE BIOLOGY STATE TESTS. MAY 17 AND MAY 18, EOC TEST.  FOR THE FIRST YEAR, IT WILL BE MANDITORY TO TAKE THE TEST,

NEXT YEAR THEY HAVE TO PASS THE TEST.

ALGEBRA 1 WILL ALSO BE ADDED.  STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED TO PASS NEXT YEAR.   THEY WILL HAVE TO PASS THESE TESTS IN ORDER TO GRADUATE.

NOVEMBER 17TH – HALL OF FAME DAY  

RECOGNIZE GRADUATES FROM CHS FOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS POST HIGH SCHOOL.

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATES HALL

THIS YEAR – STEVE BRAUN, MLB PLAYER 1966 GRADUATE, AMANDA SQUITIERI – OPERA SINGER CLASS OF 1996,

ALAN POSTA ORTHOPEDIC SPORTS MEDICINE, CLASS OF 1982, JIM HEIMES – US CONGRESS, CLASS OF 1984.

CHRISTINE ABRAHS – COUNSELING DEPARTMENT

CHRISTINE GAVE AN OVERVIEW OF COUNSELING SERVICES.  

FRESHMAN – TRANSITION

SOPHMORE – CAREER PLANNING

JUNIOR – COLLEGE SEARCH/ADMISSIONS

SENIOR – COLLEGE APPLICATION

NEW STUDENT GROUPS THIS YEAR – ON VIRTUAL BACKPACK, LISTING OF ALL MEETINGS, EVENTS, ETC…

GOALS THIS YEAR IS TO COMMUNICATE WITH PARENTS – NAVIANCE AND VIRTUAL BACKPACK.  ACT WILL BE OFFERED AT CHS FOR THE FIRST TIME THIS YEAR.  SEE WEBSITE AND CALENDAR FOR DETAILS.  BROADEN INFORMATION ABOUT SCHOLARSHIPS…..

CHRISTINE WILL SEND OUT AN EMAIL REMINDING PARENTS HOW TO SIGN UP FOR NAVIANCE.

NICOLE GETMAN – SPOKE ABOUT FAMILY CONNECTION – ONE ACCOUNT PER FAMILY. THE QUESTIONS WAS ASKED WHERE DOES SOMEONE GO FOR INFORMATION ON NAVIANCE.   STUDENTS WILL PICK THEIR SCHEDULE FOR NEXT YEAR IN IC.  NAVIANCE IS MOST HELPFUL WHEN RESEARCHING COLLEGES, MAJORS AND CAREERS.  THE FEEDBACK ON NAVIANCE IS THAT PARENTS FIND IT VERY HELPFUL.  CAREER SURVEY IS GREAT FOR STUDENTS TO LEARN ABOUT WHAT THEY MIGHT LIKE TO DO.  

IF YOU NEED TO REACH CHRISTINE ABRAHAMS, SHE CAN BE FOUND AT CABRAHAMS@HVRSD.ORG
PRINT STUFF FROM VIRTUAL BACKPACK FOR COUNSELING INFO.  MAYBE ARCHIVED.  

FINAL NOTES

THE PTO ASKED TO PLEASE GIVE THEM IDEAS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS. 

POSSIBLE DEMONSTRATION OF NAVIANCE FOR A FUTURE MEETING.  SIGNING UP FOR IC COURSES.  

ROY DOLLARD   - SCHOOL BOARD – THE SCHOOL BOARD WANTS TO RELAY THAT SCHOOL AND STUDENTS ARE MOST IMPORTANT BUT ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THOSE TAX PAYERS WHO DO NOT HAVE STUDENTS IN THE SCHOOLS.  WE NEED TO BE MINDFUL OF THE ECONOMY BEFORE PROPOSING NEW IDEAS.  THE LAST ITEM THAT THE BOARD WAS NEGOTIATED WAS SALARIES.  JUDY LINDENBERGER, WHO IS ALSO ON SCHOOL BOARD ATTENDED AS A PARENT AS WELL.

MEETING ENDED AT 8:49

